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research, and Iraq war spending were balanced by
his conservative votes on the alternative minimum
tax, illegal aliens, and missile defense funds.

Mahoney nevertheless seemed pleased with the
outcome. He suggested that he is helping to re-
shape politics in his bellwether state, which fa-
mously split in the 2000 presidential election. “I’m
proud as a conservative Democrat to be right in
the middle,” he said. “My [campaign] opponents
are conservative Republicans and out of touch
with the district.”

Mahoney has plenty of freshman classmates to
keep him company at the center, including Rep.
Nancy Boyda, D-Kan. She said she viewed her mod-
erate ranking as “third-party validation” of her
nonpartisan approach, which, she emphasized, is
“not based on ideology or beholden to a party.”

“Kansans don’t get involved in the politics,”
Boyda contended. “They want to know how the is-
sues affect them.” She is so independent that she
has refused to join the House’s moderate “Blue
Dog” Democrats and has turned down entreaties
to participate in party programs to promote her
re-election. “I told [House Democratic Caucus
Chairman] Rahm [Emanuel] in no uncertain lan-
guage that I didn’t care what he thought about
how I should run my campaign,” Boyda said. “I
told him to leave me alone, and I won’t tell him
how to run [other] campaigns. After three weeks,
he learned to leave me alone.”

Boyda’s centrism is all the more compelling be-
cause she defeated GOP Rep. Jim Ryun, who was
the No. 1 most conservative House member in
NJ’s 2006 vote ratings. Ryun is trying to regain the
seat this year, but he faces a primary challenge
from a more moderate Republican.

These and other freshman Democrats exempli-
fy the major changes in the House
and Senate following the shift in par-
ty control brought by the 2006 elec-
tion. When Republicans held the ma-
jorities, the members at the ideologi-
cal center, not surprisingly, tended to
be moderate Republicans who—de-
spite some grumbling—usually voted
for the agenda set by President Bush
and GOP congressional leaders. In
those days, the smaller corps of mod-
erate Democrats rarely determined
the outcome on major votes.

Those dynamics changed radically
last year, particularly in the House.
Republicans there displayed intense
cohesion and unity: None of them
ended up in the liberal half of the
chamber in the 2007 vote ratings,
and only Reps. Wayne Gilchrest, R-
Md., and Christopher Shays, R-
Conn., ranked outside the 200 most
conservative members. The House’s
new center filled disproportionately

with freshman Democrats, particularly those who
won GOP-held seats. They joined more-senior
moderate Democrats—including longtime Blue
Dogs and “New Democrats”—to replace the mod-
erate Republicans who had occupied the center
under GOP control.

Of the 10 Democrats, including Mahoney, who
hold the slots at the exact center of the House in
the 2007 vote ratings, six are first-termers. More
broadly, National Journal typically classifies mem-
bers with average—or “composite”—scores in the
vote ratings between 35 and 65 on a scale of 100 as
“centrists.” Nineteen of the 42 House Democratic
freshmen qualify as centrists under those stan-
dards, as do three of the nine Senate Democratic
freshmen. (See chart listing all of the congressional cen-
trists, pp. 30-31, and charts on the freshman Democrats’
scores, pp. 22-25.)

Among the Senate centrists was freshman Sen.
Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., whose overall rating
made her only two ticks more liberal than Sen.
Mary Landrieu, D-La., at that chamber’s ideologi-
cal fulcrum. “When you come from a moderate
state, being moderate is as natural as brushing
your teeth,” said McCaskill, who ousted GOP Sen.
Jim Talent. “It’s the people you represent.” Join-
ing McCaskill among the centrists were freshman
Sens. Jim Webb, D-Va., and Jon Tester, D-Mont.

National Journal has compiled the congression-
al vote ratings annually since 1981 under a system
designed by William Schneider, a CNN political
analyst and commentator, and a contributing edi-
tor to the magazine. The ratings are based on key
votes—107 in the House and 99 in the Senate for
2007—that a panel of NJ reporters and editors se-
lected and classified as relating to economic,
social, or foreign policy.
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2007 Composite Score 2006 Composite Score 
(Rank in House) (Rank in House)

Liberal Conservative Liberal Conservative

Joe Donnelly, D-Ind. 47.0 (227th) 53.0 (202nd) Chris Chocola, R-Ind.* 14.0 (389th) 86.0 (40th) 33.0 Bush 56%

Nick Lampson, D-Texas 47.0 (227th) 53.0 (202nd) Tom DeLay, R-Texas† 13.3 86.7 33.7 Bush 64

Brad Ellsworth, D-Ind. 48.2 (224th) 51.8 (206th) John Hostettler, R-Ind.* 31.8 (277th) 68.2 (152nd) 16.4 Bush 62

Christopher Carney, D-Pa. 49.7 (217th) 50.3 (212th) Don Sherwood, R-Pa.* 25.5 (313rd) 74.5 (116th) 24.2 Bush 60

Heath Shuler, D-N.C. 49.7 (217th) 50.3 (212th) Charles Taylor, R-N.C.* 19.8 (346th) 80.2 (81st) 29.9 Bush 57

Tim Mahoney, D-Fla. 50.3 (215th) 49.7 (215th) Mark Foley, R-Fla.† 45.3 (229th) 54.7 (199th) 5.0 Bush 54
( a t  the  cen te r  o f  the  House )

Baron Hill, D-Ind. 51.0 (213th) 49.0 (217th) Mike Sodrel, R-Ind.* 9.3 (418th) 90.7 (11th) 41.7 Bush 59

Zack Space, D-Ohio 51.2 (212th) 48.8 (218th) Bob Ney, R-Ohio† 37.5 (255th) 62.5 (175th) 13.7 Bush 57

Jason Altmire, D-Pa. 51.3 (211th) 48.7 (219th) Melissa Hart, R-Pa.* 31.2 (281st) 68.8 (149th) 20.1 Bush 54

Nancy Boyda, D-Kan. 53.8 (203rd) 46.2 (227th) Jim Ryun, R-Kan.* 2.3 (429th) 97.7 (1st) 51.5 Bush 59

Harry Mitchell, D-Ariz. 54.0 (202nd) 46.0 (228th) J.D. Hayworth, R-Ariz.* 15.0 (384th) 85.0 (46th) 39.0 Bush 54

Charlie Wilson, D-Ohio 55.2 (197th) 44.8 (233rd) Ted Strickland, D-Ohio† 69.8 (138th) 30.2 (292nd) 14.6 Bush 51

Patrick Murphy, D-Pa. 56.5 (194th) 43.5 (235th) Mike Fitzpatrick, R-Pa.* 51.7 (202nd) 48.3 (227th) 4.8 Kerry 51

Gabrielle Giffords, D-Ariz. 56.8 (192nd) 43.2 (238th) Jim Kolbe, R-Ariz.† 34.3 (263rd) 65.7 (166th) 22.5 Bush 53

Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y. 58.7 (185th) 41.3 (245th) John Sweeney, R-N.Y.* 44.2 (233rd) 55.8 (196th) 14.5 Bush 54

Ciro Rodriguez, D-Texas 59.0 (184th) 41.0 (246th) Henry Bonilla, R-Texas* 20.0 (342nd) 80.0 (85th) 39.0 Bush 57

Ron Klein, D-Fla. 60.0 (182nd) 40.0 (248th) Clay Shaw, R-Fla.* 34.7 (261st) 65.3 (168th) 25.3 Kerry 52

Joe Sestak, D-Pa. 62.7 (170th) 37.3 (260th) Curt Weldon, R-Pa.* 45.3 (229th) 54.7 (199th) 17.4 Kerry 53

Tim Walz, D-Minn. 64.3 (164th) 35.7 (266th) Gil Gutknecht, R-Minn.* 26.2 (310th) 73.8 (120th) 38.1 Bush 51

John Hall, D-N.Y. 66.7 (156th) 33.3 (274th) Sue Kelly, R-N.Y.* 45.5 (228th) 54.5 (202nd) 21.2 Bush 54

Phil Hare, D-Ill. 67.3 (152nd) 32.7 (278th) Lane Evans, D-Ill.† 83.8 16.2 16.5 Kerry 51

Ed Perlmutter, D-Colo. 67.5 (150th) 32.5 (279th) Bob Beauprez, R-Colo.† 12.5 (402nd) 87.5 (28th) 55.0 Kerry 51

Chris Murphy, D-Conn. 68.0 (145th) 32.0 (284th) Nancy Johnson, R-Conn.* 49.5 (210th) 50.5 (220th) 18.5 Kerry 49

Michael Arcuri, D-N.Y. 69.2 (143rd) 30.8 (287th) Sherwood Boehlert, R-N.Y.† 46.8 (223rd) 53.2 (207th) 22.4 Bush 53

John Yarmuth, D-Ky. 69.7 (141st) 30.3 (289th) Anne Northup, R-Ky.* 27.8 (297th) 72.2 (133rd) 41.9 Kerry 51

Jerry McNerney, D-Calif. 70.2 (138th) 29.8 (291st) Richard Pombo, R-Calif.* 19.3 (354th) 80.7 (75th) 50.9 Bush 54 

Steve Kagen, D-Wis. 70.3 (136th) 29.7 (293rd) Mark Green, R-Wis.† 40.3 (246th) 59.7 (184th) 30.0 Bush 55

Bruce Braley, D-Iowa 70.7 (134th) 29.3 (296th) Jim Nussle, R-Iowa† 34.0 (265th) 66.0 (165th) 36.7 Kerry 53

Kathy Castor, D-Fla. 72.2 (129th) 27.8 (299th) Jim Davis, D-Fla.† 69.0 31.0 3.2 Kerry 58

Joe Courtney, D-Conn. 73.2 (123rd) 26.8 (307th) Rob Simmons, R-Conn.* 53.2 (196th) 46.8 (234th) 20.0 Kerry 54

Steve Cohen, D-Tenn. 76.0 (112th) 24.0 (317th) Harold Ford, D-Tenn.† 66.3 (154th) 33.7 (276th) 9.7 Kerry 70

Paul Hodes, D-N.H. 76.0 (112th) 24.0 (317th) Charles Bass, R-N.H.* 48.2 (217th) 51.8 (213th) 27.8 Kerry 52

Carol Shea-Porter, D-N.H. 78.5 (94th) 21.5 (335th) Jeb Bradley, R-N.H.* 44.5 (232nd) 55.5 (198th) 34.0 Bush 51

Betty Sutton, D-Ohio 78.5 (94th) 21.5 (335th) Sherrod Brown, D-Ohio† 71.5 (129th) 28.5 (301st) 7.0 Kerry 56

Albio Sires, D-N.J. 80.3 (82nd) 19.7 (345th) Robert Menendez, D-N.J.† 71.0 29.0 9.3 Kerry 69

Peter Welch, D-Vt. 81.0 (77th) 19.0 (352nd) Bernie Sanders, I-Vt.† 86.5 (56th) 13.5 (373rd) 5.5 Kerry 59

Dave Loebsack, D-Iowa 82.0 (72nd) 18.0 (357th) Jim Leach, R-Iowa* 61.5 (168th) 38.5 (262nd) 20.5 Kerry 55

John Sarbanes, D-Md. 85.3 (52nd) 14.7 (378th) Ben Cardin, D-Md.† 85.7 (62nd) 14.3 (366th) 0.4 Kerry 54

Mazie Hirono, D-Hawaii 87.3 (41st) 12.7 (387th) Ed Case, D-Hawaii† 59.8 (176th) 40.2 (254th) 27.5 Kerry 56

Yvette Clarke, D-N.Y. 88.7 (33rd) 11.3 (395th) Major Owens, D-N.Y.† 92.0 (22nd) 8.0 (408th) 3.3 Kerry 86

Hank Johnson, D-Ga. 92.3 (16th) 7.7 (413th) Cynthia McKinney, D-Ga.* 87.8 (44th) 12.2 (385th) 4.5 Kerry 71

Keith Ellison, D-Minn. 93.2 (12th) 6.8 (418th) Martin Olav Sabo, D-Minn.† 82.2 (72nd) 17.8 (358th) 11.0 Kerry 71

*Defeated for re-election.
†Open seat; incumbent retired, ran for other office, or resigned.
NOTE: 2005 scores are used for DeLay, Evans, Davis, and Menendez because they had no 2006 scores due to missed votes.
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■ Rep. Jason Altmire, D-Pa. 
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